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Brockhaus' edition and two Bombay MSS. This is the latest
text now available and proves the correctness of many of
Tawney's readings where he felt the Broekhaus text was in
fault.

Although a comparison between these two texts would
be instructive, its place is not in a general introduction
like this.

The late Professor Speyer of the Koninklijke Akademie
van Wetenschappen te Amsterdam has written in a most
authoritative manner on the whole subject, and has made
detailed comparisons and criticisms of the text of Brockhaus
and that of Durgaprasad. The Bureau de la section des
Lettres of the Amsterdam Academy has very kindly given
me leave to incorporate this work of Professor Speyer in
the present edition of the Ocean of tftory, which I hope
to do in a later volume. It is needless to emphasise the
value this addition will have to the student of Sanskrit and
philology.

Turning now to the actual contents of the Ocean of Story;
the general reader will continually recognise stories familiar
to him from childhood. The student of Indian literature
will find well-known tales from the Paftckatantra and the
Mahdbh&rata, as well as strange fantastic myths of early
Rig-Veda days. He will encounter whole series of stories,
such as the Vetalapanchavim^ati or cycle of Demon stories.
But apart from this the work contains much original matter,
which Somadeva handles with the ease and skill of a master
of his art* The appeal of his stories is immediate and lasting,
and time has proved incapable of robbing them of their
freshness and fascination.

The Ocean of Story, therefore, may be regarded as an
attempt to present as a single whole the essence of that rich
Indian imagination whieh had found expression in a literature
and art stretehing back to the days of the intermingling of
the Aryan and Dravidian stocks nearly two thousand years
before the Christian era,

Jhuliaj^^                                                It was from

here that the ^Persians learned the art, an& passed it on to
the Arabians.   From the Middle East the tales found their way